resident surgeon of the New York Hospital, I operated on a boy in apparent good health, eight years old, for contraction of the index and middle fingers of the right hand, the result of the cicatrization of a bone some years previously. As the case required a careful and somewhat protracted dissection of flaps into the palm of the hand, the patient was subjected to the influence of sulphuric ether, administered by Dr. Leroy, on a sponge in the usual way. Nothing remarkable occurred either during the administration of the ansesthetic or during the operation, and but a moderate quantity of blood was lost. The patient soon recovered consciousness, but in a short time he became very feeble, and soon commenced vomiting, although no food had been allowed for seven hours previous to the operation. The pulse commenced sinking rapidly, consciousness being unimpaired. Frictions were at* once resorted to, and stimulants attempted, but were immediately rejected by the stomach. The prostration soon became extreme, and dissolution appeared imminent both to Dr. Leroy and myself. Brandy was freely administered by enema, and retained, and in the
weighty to allow of convenient inversion, his request was not granted. Large doses of morphine were administered, but had no effect; it was only after several hours that he could he quieted. The next day he was able to be up, but complained of weakness and a disposition to faint on the slightest attempt to walk, also of some difficulty of breathing. This continued for some days, but finally disappeared, and, within ten days, he was apparently in his usual condition. Patient had never previously exhibited any tendency to hysteria."
